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1 Peter

Author:  Peter the Apostle.  While this might seem obvious to those of us with a high view of
the inerrancy of scripture, modern scholars have delighted in trying to find ways to discredit
Peter’s authorship.  Yet, the authority with which it is written and the Jewish flavor points very
clearly to Peter.  Also in 5:1, he points to himself not only as an elder of the church, but as an
eye-witness to the suffering of Christ.  And there is mention of John Mark in 5:13, who is the
one responsible for writing the Gospel of Mark, and is referenced in the book of Acts.  Mark
often functioned as Peter’s assistant and many feel that his Gospel is largely composed of Peter’s
sermons.

Date:  Between 63 and 68 AD.  Peter was writing from Rome (see below) and this was
obviously written prior to is martyrdom which is traditionally dated in 67 or 68 AD under Nero
(Nero was emperor from 54-68 AD, committing suicide after the senate declared him and enemy
of the state).  The fact that Mark and Silas are with him and that Mark and Silas are also
mentioned in Paul’s letters during his imprisonment in Rome, points to the earlier of the dates.

Place of Origin:  Rome.  Paul writes in 5:13, addressing the letter from “Babylon.”  Babylon
traditionally has been considered the source of all wickedness and immorality.  In the time of
Jesus, Rome clearly had fallen into decadence and was referred to as “Babylon” by many of the
day.

Destination & Audience:  Christians who are in the Roman provinces of Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (see 1:1).  It is debated as to whether this audience was
predominantly Jewish Christians or converted pagans.  I argue with John Calvin that the
audience was predominantly made up of Jewish Christians due to the references to the Diaspora
(which is the Jewish dispersion), the Old Testament language of pastors as “Shepherds” (5:1-4),
and that Peter’s ministry has been traditionally seen as a ministry to the Jewish converts.  Does
this exclude pagan converts?  Absolutely not, his audience, I believe was predominantly Jewish,
though.
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Outline of 1 Peter:

I.  Greeting (1:1-2)

II.  God in his Grace is raising you out of your sin to salvation (1:3-12)
1.  God has given us new birth to a greater inheritance (1:3-5)
2.  God will keep that inheritance while you are being sanctified through

persecutions (1:6-7)
3.  The joy of that salvation in your hearts and in the hearts of those who have

pointed to Christ from old (1:8-12)

III.  Therefore, be holy for God is holy (1:13-25)
1.  Live your life obediently and in anticipation of what is coming (1:13-16)
2.  God has redeemed you by the blood of Jesus Christ (1:17-21)
3.  God has purified you through his imperishable word (1:22-25)

IV.  Therefore, live your lives to reflect God’s good work in you (2:1-3:22)
1.  Rid yourself of sinful ways and nourish yourself on spiritual things (2: 1-3)
2.  God has made you a holy nation, built on the Living foundation stone of Jesus

Christ (2:4-12)
3.  Live in submission to authorities outside of the home (2:13-25)
4.  Live in submission to authorities inside of the home (3:1-7)
5.  Living submissively in spite of persecution brings you blessing and the

persecutor shame (3:8-17)
6.  Look to your baptism as a reminder of Christ’s past work and its eventual

completion (3:18-22)

V.  Therefore, since Christ was persecuted, expect to be persecuted yourselves (4:1-19)
1.  Misery loves company and will seek to drag you down into their sin (4:1-6)
2.  Yet, judgment is coming, so be prepared (4:7-11)
3.  Do not be surprised by your sufferings, but take joy in them (4:12-19)

VI.  Closing remarks to church leaders (5:1-11)
1.  Be good shepherds, modeling your service on Christ, the Chief Shepherd

(5:1-4)
2.  Live humble lives (5:5-7)
3.  Resist the enemy in faith and persevere until the end (5:8-11)

VII.  Personal remarks and closing blessing (5:12-14)
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Chapter 1:

“Peter, and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with
his blood:

May grace and peace be multiplied to you.” (1:1-2, ESV)

As discussed earlier, this introduction both establishes who is writing this epistle and to
whom it is written.  It is worthwhile keeping in mind just how far Peter has come during this
time.  This is the same Peter who is seen in the Gospels as so often engaging his mouth before
his brain and subsequently inserting his foot therein.  This is the Peter who both claimed that he
would die for Christ and then during the trial of Christ, denied him three times for fear of being
arrested.  This is the same Peter who was reinstated by Christ, even though Peter tried to worm
out of the discussion through some word play, probably out of shame.  And this is the same Peter
who boldly begins preaching at Pentecost.

By tradition, before he was to be martyred in Rome, Peter was warned by friends of his
impending arrest and encouraged to flee the city.  On his way out of the city, it is said that Peter
had a vision of the risen Christ who asked him, “Will you deny me again, Peter?”  Peter returned
the way he came, was arrested, and crucified.  He felt so unworthy of being martyred in the same
way that Christ had died that he asked to be crucified up-side down.  This is the Peter who
speaks to us through this epistle.

Peter’s life is a reminder of what God can do through a submissive spirit.  It is no wonder
that Peter himself spends so much time emphasizing this need for submissiveness in the life of a
Christian.  Jesus took Peter from a fishing boat as a rough fisherman and brought him into
heaven as a church father.  It was a long road between the net and the nails, but the change that
we see is glorious to behold.  The question that we need to be constantly asking ourselves is
where are we in this process?  Are we living submissively, having our lives conformed every day
to the will of God; or are we still clinging to the old fishing boat?

Peter’s audience are the elect exiles of the dispersion.  The territories mentioned are
Roman regions in the general area of modern day Turkey.  This area would include churches in
the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Lystra, Troas, Iconium, Laodicea, as well as the Galatian
churches.  These people had been dispersed originally during the Persian and Greek domination
of the territory.  By the time of this letter, within the Roman Empire, these dispersed Jews had
been living away from Palestine for generations.  By 300 AD, there were at least 3 million Jews
spread out though the Roman empire, with a third of them living in this general region.

These dispersed Jews were not living in the lap of luxury.  They were officially tolerated,
but they were still set apart from the citizenry.  They were separated from the promised land and
their temple.  The term “ghetto” actually comes from this era to describe the Jewish settlements
within Roman cities.  These people who Peter is writing to were displaced and disenfranchised.
It is under these circumstances that he was teaching the people to submit to their authorities.  So
often we only want to submit to the authorities that we happen to like or support.  That is clearly
not what scripture is teaching.
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Foreknowledge of God:  This is a term that has been in great debate within theological circles
for many years.  Foreknowledge means simply that, God knows what is going to happen through
all history.  The debate does not come because of the idea of God knowing the future, the debate
comes out of why we believe that God knows the future.  This is part of the great
Calvinist/Arminian debate.

John Wesley argued that God does know the future because God can see future events
perfectly and he ends there.  John Calvin argues that God knows the future not because God
looks forward, but because God wrote the history of creation itself.

Now, while foreknowledge does not demand foreordination, foreordination is taught
elsewhere in scripture and strongly implied in the rest of this chapter.  Also, if you do not accept
foreordination, then in a sense you are making the argument that time or history is outside of the
control of God, which is hardly representative of the God of the Bible.  The Bible itself is the
best illustration of how God himself has ordered the events throughout history to bring
redemption to his people.  If God is all powerful and has created all things, there is not one thing,
not even the fabric of history itself, that is outside of the absolute control of his will.

Elect:  Ironically, Wesley and Calvin would basically agree on the definition of this term.
Wesley defined election as God doing in the lives of his people what they could not do for
themselves.  The problem lies in to what extent do we understand our inability.  Wesley believed
that we were capable of faith on our own and then God took things from there.  Calvin held to
our total inability to have faith on our own.  We are spiritually dead apart from Christ, and a dead
man can do nothing to save himself while still relying on his own strength.

Elect also carries with it the connotations that it is something that is God’s doing.
Elected officials do not elect themselves.  Admittedly, we allow them to vote for themselves, but
in the larger scheme of things, their individual votes do little to sway the tide of the process.
They are elected to serve their government by the choice of the people.  So too, it is God who
elects us for salvation, which is a glorious thing to rest on because there is not one iota of our
being that warrants anything other than God’s wrath; yet he has chosen a people for himself
because of his great love.

And if it is God who elects, and God is perfect and all-powerful, then God will see
through our election to glorification!  That is something to get excited about.

Sanctification:  This is the process of God making the believer more and more like Christ.  It
is usually a process that is not pleasant and always a process that requires us to be broken.  Just
like the only way to make a wild horse useful is to break him of his old nature, we must be
broken of the wild sin in our lives before we will prove to be useful vessels for the Lord’s work.
Much of 1 Peter is devoted to this concept so we will not need to dwell on it here.

Trinity:  While the word is not explicitly used in Peter’s work, there is a plain reference to the
triune nature of the Godhead within these few verses: “the foreknowledge of God the father,”
“the sanctification of the Spirit,” “for the obedience to Jesus Christ for sprinkling with his
blood.”  This book contains many statements that historically have been seen as foundational to
many of our creeds throughout church history.  This is one such verse.

“for sprinkling with his blood”:  This carries a number of connotations that would have
been immediately clear to a Jewish audience.  First, Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, shedding his
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blood as a divine sacrifice of atonement, second was of the blood sprinkled on the doorposts of
the Israelite’s homes in Egypt that saved them from the tenth plague, and the third was the
sprinkling of blood on the priests as part of their ceremonial cleansing and ordination.  Peter later
develops the idea that all Christians are part of the royal priesthood, and I believe that we see an
indication of that idea here.

“May grace and peace be multiplied”:  God is not a god of mere addition, but he is a god
of multiplication.  He regularly takes what meager gifts we bring to the table and multiplies them
beyond imagination.  Likewise, the gift of peace within God’s grace is not one that is simply
added to our lives, but as we grow in God’s grace, that peace will be multiplied in our lives.  It is
Peter’s wish that his audience both then and now experience the multiplication of God’s glorious
grace!

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for
you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time.” (1:3-5 ESV)

Again, Peter reminds us of the blessed relationship between God the Father and God the
Son.  We might not be able to fully understand the nature of the trinity with our finite minds, but
one thing that we can understand is the deep bond that is found between a father and a son.  All
those things that the son asks, the father will give; and it is the Son that make constant mediation
for us, sitting at the right hand of the father.  How blessed a people we should count ourselves!
Yet, how often do we take this relationship for granted?  How often do we find ourselves looking
to God more as a “Santa Claus” rather than a holy and righteous God?  And how quickly do we
find ourselves forgetting the very grace of God that has lifted us from the pigsty of our sin?

Peter reminds us that God’s mercy is beyond imagination, that it is his will that has given
us new life and it is his great and merciful will that has offered us an unimaginable hope of
eternal life.  As Jesus was resurrected, those called and made alive by the Holy Spirit will follow
him in that resurrection.  It will be in part (spiritually with God) when God releases us of our
mortal lives on earth, and it will be in full when we are physically resurrected with Christ in his
second coming at the end times.  What an amazing hope that we have.

And what is even more amazing is that God has prepared for us an inheritance in heaven.
We think of rich inheritances on earth to be good things.  But these inheritances get spent, stolen,
swindled from our hands, or wasted out of our foolishness.  Yet the inheritance that God has
prepared for us is not only greater than “dear Uncle Bill” can ever hope to leave for us, but Peter
reminds us that the inheritance is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.  It is there waiting for
us.  It can never be lost, stolen, or squandered, and it will not dwindle with the passing of time.
In addition, it is being kept for us by the all-mighty hand of God himself!  We have no need to
worry or fear that it might not be there when we arrive; the creator of the universe himself is our
trustee!

And once again, who has is it been prepared for?  It has been prepared for those who
have faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and kept
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in faith by that same Spirit, empowered to persevere to the end.  And there will be an end.  It has
been set and planned since before God began creation.  He who began creation and wrote history
has promised that there is an end coming; we have no need to fear or worry.

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, as was necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that
perishes, though it is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1:6-7 ESV)

We rejoice in the hope that we have, but right now we are pilgrims and wanderers in a
world that is full of trials and persecutions.  Yet, these trials that we must persevere through will
test the genuineness of our faith.  Does this mean that if we ever stumble and fall that our faith is
not genuine?  No.  Yet, those who are walking in a true faith will have their live characterized by
perseverance through their trials, holding fast in their faith.  They might stumble and fall in their
human weakness, but even this aspect of their life is characterized by repentance and a desire to
seek to live righteously.

Sadly, everyone knows people whose lives cannot be characterized in this way, some
might even fill the pews of our church.  Peter is saying that these people, though they might
show outward signs of saving faith at one point, it might not be genuine if it does not last.
Thankfully it is not for us to judge the condition of our neighbor’s soul, but we are to pray for an
encourage the weaker brothers in our midst so that their struggling faith might blossom.  And
thankfully, as long as that person draws breath, there is another day for the Holy Spirit to begin a
true work of regeneration in that person’s heart bringing them to a true saving faith in Jesus
Christ.  Jesus told the parable of the soils to describe this.  Sometimes the seed falls on good
ground and sometimes it falls on stony ground, but we do not know whether the soil in that
particular person has been tilled yet by the power of the Holy Spirit.

And our faith is more precious than anything else we might have.  Never allow the want
of money or possessions or anything else for that matter cause you to forget this fact.  Money is
only as valuable as the nation that backs the currency.  Faith is as valuable as the God who
creates faith.  Which will you choose?

Also, faith, like gold, must be refined with fire.  Gold, when it is mined, has impurities
because of the rocks and dirt it is found mixed with.  Our faith, when begun by God, is full of the
impurities of a sinful lifestyle.  Those impurities must be burned away to make us more and more
pure and holy.

A pastor friend of mine, Rev. Charles Wilson, says that one of the complaints he hears
from people is “why does it need to hurt so much?”  Fire hurts; it burns away dead flesh.  People
want to know why doesn’t God use water?  Water is the universal solvent, look at the Grand
Canyon.  Yet water takes too long.  God is patient and long suffering, but there comes a point
where God says, “enough!”  God has a plan for you and I and to make us useful, he must refine
our faith more quickly than would happen with fire.  In response, people then say that God could
use acid.  It would hurt, but it is quick.  He could get it over with and then put us to use.  Yet acid
eats away everything.  It destroys the good with the bad.  God loves us and wants to make us into
something pure, not to utterly destroy those he has saved through such a costly sacrifice.  Thus,
God refines with fire.
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And the result of the growth in grace in your life is what?  It is the glory of God, for he
has begun the work, maintained the work, and has promised to finish the work.  There is nothing
that we do but by faith, nothing.

“Though you have not seen him, you love him.  Though you do not see him, you believe in
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesized about the grace that was to be
yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.  It
was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have
now been announced to you through those who preach the good news to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” (1:8-12 ESV)

Faith does not come through seeing concrete, scientific proofs, it comes through the
experiential relationship with Jesus Christ that is begun in us through the work of the Holy Spirit.
How real is this experience?  We do not struggle with believing that love is real once we have
experienced it, yet love can only be fully understood by experience.  No amount of quantitative
research can be done to properly qualify what love is.  That is why the unbeliever has such a
difficult time understanding why we have faith, they are looking at it from the outside.  It is no
different than a scientist trying to analyze just what love is when that scientist has never
experienced it for himself.  Faith is experienced.

And that faith brings us inexpressible joy!  For we have been given that which we not
only could never hope to gain for ourselves but also could never hope to deserve on our own
merits.

And Peter also reminds us that the prophets of old did far more than speak to the people
of their day.  The prophets of old did that, but they also understood that they looked toward a day
when a perfect redeemer would be fully revealed to God’s people.  They may not have known
exactly when Christ was coming, but they knew that he was coming and they longed for that day.
This can be said of all of the saints of the Old Testament.  Not one of them was justified by the
law.  Not one of them thought that they could be justified in that way.  Rather, all of them
walked faithfully by the power of the Holy Spirit, holding to the promise of the greater redeemer
that would come.  They longed to see what we have seen, yet they faithfully announced the
partial revelation which they had been given, hoping to serve us in understanding the fullness of
the full revelation that we have been given in Jesus Christ.

There is something to be said about the last verse in this passage, regarding the angels.
Angels are created beings, as we are, but angels are either sinless and serving God, or they have
sinned and fallen.  There is no redemption available to the fallen ones and those who have not
fallen need no redemption.  While we suffer with our need for redemption, there is something
special about being redeemed that can only be understood from our position.  The angels will
never experience forgiveness like we have.  They don’t need it.  Yet, even in our shame as we
look back at where we sunk in our fallen, un-redeemed state, there is something absolutely
wonderful about being forgiven and being redeemed.  For those of us who are saved, that gift of
redemption is truly more valuable than we can hope to express with the mere twenty-six letters
of our English alphabet.
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“Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.   As obedient
children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called
you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am
holy’” (1:13-16  ESV)

“Therefore”, I love Peter’s “therefores.”  They signal a climax in his argument.  They
say, since all of this that I have said before is true, therefore . . .  It is Peter dropping the
proverbial hammer on us.  It is the slam-dunk of preacher’s sermon.  He has set the nail into the
pilot hole that has been drilled by the previous verses and is about to use the hammer to drive it
home.  This is Peter’s first “therefore.”

So, because of all of this glory that has been laid out, don’t you dare squander your
salvation or take it lightly.  Literally, the Greek text says, “gird up the loins of your mind.”  This
brings to mind the terminology of going to battle.  You are to ready yourself for the field of
combat.  For the Christian, there is no such thing as peacetime military duty.  We have been
called or conscripted into an army that is at war with an enemy.  Our initial change and
sanctification is our boot camp and the rest of our lives will be spent in training while on the
field of battle.  We are to set our hope fully on Christ, relying on him to provide all of the rest of
our needs for us.

We need to be asking ourselves where we stand on this field of battle.  Are we hiding in
the bunker of ritual or are we pushing forward on the front lines, resting one day in seven inside
the fortified walls of the church?

And are we acting as obedient children, or is brat a better name for our behavior as
Christians?  One of the biggest problems that I see within the church is that so many people
forget that in God’s eyes, we are his children.  We are not adults, able to stand on our own
strength, but we are daily reliant on the good mercy of our father in heaven.  Yet, that good
father has established rules that the children of his house are to obey.  If you want to start looking
at those rules, turn your Bibles back to Exodus 20.  That is about the best place to start.

I heard it once said that homes are to be places of building, not tearing down.  The world
does enough tearing down in the lives of our families that our homes must be safe refuges for
building and growth.  And rules are essential for growth.  As an immature child, I did not
understand all of the rules that my parents set for me.  But now that I am an adult, with a child of
my own, I see the wisdom in the rules that my parents set.  Our churches, likewise, are to be
places for the building up of the people of God.  Rules, and discipline when those rules are
broken, are essential to that growth.

And for the body of Christ, the Church, that growth is growth in faith and holiness.  God
is a holy God, in fact, to be more accurate, God is a holy, holy, holy God.  And if we are to call
ourselves Christians, our lifestyles must reflect God’s holiness.  That is an awfully tall order.
And on our own strength, we wouldn’t even come close to being able to even begin to fill the
order.  Yet, praise God that we are not left on our own.  We have a Holy Spirit that has moved
into our lives that drives our sanctification.  By God’s grace, as John Wesley said, we will move
“upward and onward toward perfection.”  Even Wesley understood that it is a sovereign God that
holds the reigns in our life.  We won’t reach perfection on this world, but we will be made
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completely holy in the next.  Yet, in the meantime, persevere, for a war is being waged between
the children of God and the children of the serpent.

“And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot.  He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but was made
manifest in the last times for your sake, who through him are believers in God, who raised him
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”

(1:17-21  ESV)

There are two kinds of fear.  There is the fear that this world has to offer and the fear of
God.  The fear that this world has to offer is a temporal fear of either pain or injury or abuse.  It
is a fear that terrifies and keeps you awake at night.  We might find it entertaining to see it
depicted in a fictional work, but when it comes to our own life, it makes us sick to our stomachs.

Yet the fear of the Lord brings blessings.  It is a reminder that the saved person is saved
only by the grace of God.  And it is a fear that reminds us of the price that was paid for our
redemption.  That price is of a value that is incalculable, greater than any amount of silver or
gold.  And it is a fear that keeps us walking in faith humbly, being reminded that our salvation is
not due to any merit that we have to offer.

Some people argue that the “futile ways inherited from your forefathers” refers to the
pagan ways of these believers, indicating that it was a converted pagan audience that Peter was
writing to.  I believe that the “futile ways” consist of the striving to justify oneself by the law of
Moses that Jewish rabbis were teaching.  Trying to justify oneself by the laws brings only
frustration and a sense of futility, God’s grace is the only way out of the murky mire of sin that
we are trapped in.  I think that it may also point to Original Sin that has been handed down
through the generations, starting with Adam.

God does judge impartially, according to our deeds and the motives of our hearts.  And
based on this judgment, the sentence that we deserve is eternal damnation.  It is only through
God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ that we are saved.

Christ is the lamb sacrificed for the atonement of our sins.  His blood was shed once and
for all time.  It is complete and sufficient to save those which were ordained for salvation from
the very beginning of time, before the world was even created.  Peter reminds us also that the
incarnation of Christ was also ordained before creation, made known in God’s plan of
redemption, and will return for final judgment in God’s good timing.

The last times are now.  Jesus inaugurated the last times when he came, two thousand
years ago and we live in the tension between that which has already happened and that which is
yet to come.  Have faith and persevere, for it is in Christ that God has raised up a people for
himself, and that is where our hope lies.
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“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love,
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for

‘All flesh is grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers, and the flower falls,
But the word of the Lord remains forever.’

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” (1:22-25  ESV)

Again, Peter stresses the connection between our obedience and sanctification.  God will
remold us in our lives, but one of the greatest tools that he has is his perfect law, given to us not
only to show us our sin and to drive us to an understanding of our need for a redeemer.  He gave
it not only to teach us how we are to live in a covenant community.  But he also gave us his law
to be used as a tool in our personal piety and sanctification.  This is not a tool of legalism that is
held over our heads as some would accuse, but it is a tool that we humbly submit ourselves to,
which will guide our growth in grace.  What a wonderful tool it is!

And what is to drive our motivation?  Love.  How can we not love God after all he has
done for us?  And how can we not love our brother when we understand that we stood no closer
to God than he did when we were apart from God’s grace.  Love flows out of a pure heart and a
pure heart is the result of the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the redeemed.

And while this world will pass away, along with all the things that belong to this world,
in Jesus Christ, we no longer belong to this world.  We belong to a world that is eternal and will
never perish.  And just as Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5: 18), not a jot or a
tittle, not the dot of an “i” or the cross of a “t” will pass away of the law or the very word of God.

The last clause in this chapter points to the centrality of preaching in God’s economy of
salvation.  “And how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed?  And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to ear without someone
preaching?” (Romans 10:14, ESV)  Praise be to God for the power of his Word!
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1 Peter, Chapter 2

“So [Therefore] put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all
slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
salvation – if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good”

(2: 1-3, ESV)

This is the second “therefore” in Peter’s letter, which again indicates not only a reminder
of all that he has said previously, but that he is about to slam the hammer down onto the nail to
drive it home.  Essentially, Peter is saying that with your eternal assurance in Jesus Christ and
your promised inheritance you are to live Holy lives, and this is how you do it!  You first get rid
of those things that draw you away from Christ, and then, you refill yourself with holy things.

Jesus told a parable to this extent in Matthew 12: 43-45.  To paraphrase, he said that if
you clean house but leave it empty, the old demons will return with a vengeance.  I grew up as
part of the computer generation.  My first computer was a TI 99/4A in 1979 that used BASIC as
its operating system.  As I was learning how to program the computer to do things (canned
software was too expensive and too scarce in those days), there was a phrase that I learned:
“garbage in, garbage out.”

What the saying meant that if you put junk programming into the computer, the results
will be just as junky as the program.  This has a parallel within our own lives.  Our brains hold
everything, although sometimes it does not seem like it (where did I leave my keys this time?).
Yet, it is amazing how, when we are sitting idle, a thought or memory can spring into mind from
seemingly out of nowhere.  In many cases, it is an event that had been seemingly forgotten, yet
here it comes once again.  We need to be careful with the kind of input that we fill our mental
hard drives with.

Yet, the reverse is also true.  If we dedicate time and energy to the study of scripture and
to prayer and worship (filling it with good stuff), then often these “idle” thoughts will glorify
God rather than shock our senses.  I made the decision about four years ago to stop listening to
secular music, for example.  Gradually, for I had a very extensive music collection and there
were some secular bands that I liked very much, I cleaned out the secular music from my
shelves.  What I began to notice is that the tune that was running through my head when I woke
up in the morning was one that praised God.  I also found that I was having fewer and fewer
“slips” of the tongue when I would get upset.  Now, not everyone is called to take such extreme
measures, and for me it was a process that took place over about 3 years, but there is no question
about the validity of this principle.  The more garbage you put into your life, the less you should
be surprised at the garbage that is spewed forth from it.

Peter highlights five things in this passage that should be removed from the life of a
Christian.  Is this list exhaustive?  Certainly not.  Yet it is representative in such a way that it
both is able to hit close to home for pretty much every reader and it is enough to cause you to
reflect on your own specific sins that need to be cleared out.

One note about “put away.”  This is one of the rare times that I think the New
International Versions does a better job of translating the intent of the passage.  It uses the words
“rid yourselves of . . .”.  In the context of this passage, to put away does not mean that we should
neatly stack out sinful ways in the closet until we need them again.  We might laugh at this
concept, but it is hardly a new one.  Read the book of Judges.  One of the reasons that the
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Israelites were constantly falling back into their sinful ways is because they never really purged
themselves of their idols.  They just packed them up into a closet for a later day.  We do that with
our sins.  We pack them up so that the public cannot see what it is that we are hiding, and then,
as soon as we think that nobody can see us, we get these sins out again.  Yet, we forget that God
sees.  We need to destroy these things in our lives, seeking to utterly obliterate their influence on
our beings.

Malice:  Malice refers to any form of anger, hatred, or viciousness that we might have.  This is
the law of the streets: “Do unto others before they do unto yourself.”  This is both intentional
violence and unintentional violence in our lives.  This can also be expressed in more subtle ways,
like seeking to “get back” at someone or to sabotage something that someone has done.
Christians are not to live like this.

Deceit:  The end never justifies the means for a Christian.  Lies, even those “little white ones,”
trickery, cons, and treachery should not be in the arsenal of a Christian.  We have such fun with
our little tricks, don’t we?  Yet, Jesus said, “let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no’”
(Matthew 5:37, NIV).

Hypocrisy:  With a Christian, what you see should be what you get.  We are never to be “two-
faced” in our dealings with each other or the world.  I heard one pastor say that the main reason
for atheism in America today are Christians who talk the talk but do not walk the walk.
Christianity is to be a lifestyle, not just what we do on Sunday.

Envy:  If you are serious about the Sovereignty of God, then you MUST take seriously that the
situation you find yourself in is the one that God has chosen for you to be in.  I am not
suggesting that we not try to better ourselves, God, I believe desires that, but when we are living
in envy of what our neighbor has, then we are doubting the wisdom and the providence of God.

Slander:  Oh, how sharp the tongue can be!  It takes years to build up the esteem of someone,
but it can be torn down in just moments by careless words.  Jesus said that it is not what goes
into the lips that makes a man unclean but what comes out of the lips (Matthew 15:11).  My
grandmother used to say, “if you can’t say something nice about someone, don’t say anything at
all.”   Slander and malice walk hand in hand, one abuses the body and one abuses the spirit.
Neither are to be found in the life of a Christian.

Instead of these things, Peter says, fill yourselves with spiritual things.  The illustration
that he uses is that of a newborn baby craving his mother’s milk.  Peter is not using this metaphor
in the same way as the author of Hebrews does (Hebrews 5:12-14) to suggest the immaturity of
Peter’s audience; rather, he is using this illustration to contrast the purity of mother’s milk with
the impurity of the things of this world (the garbage principle-you didn’t realize that Peter was a
computer programmer, did you? J).  There are many things that we can learn from his use of the
metaphor, though.

First is that as a baby longs for milk, so should we long for the spiritual things,
particularly in God’s word.  I have an infant at home, and when he is hungry, he lets everyone in
a three-block area know that he is hungry.  Babies do that.  Yet, we should too.  A baby
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somehow realizes deep down how desperate their situation is.  They must eat or they will get
sick and die.  The life of a Christian is no different.  We must seek God’s word in the scriptures
and seek God’s face in prayer desperately, with an understanding that if we neglect this, sin will
eat us up with spiritual sickness and we will die – eternally.  This is a mark of a true Christian, as
Jesus puts it in Matthew 5: 6, he “hungers and thirsts for righteousness.”  Hungering and thirsting
is not spending 45 minutes deciding what to make for dinner.  Hungering and thirsting is a
desperate need that must be filled or you will die.

The second thing that we are reminded of is that the milk does not come from within us.
Mother’s milk (or formula as the case may be) comes from an external source.  Our spiritual
health cannot be maintained by relying on our own strength.  In fact, it is not even started by our
own strength.  God initiated our salvation, God maintains it, and God will bring it to glory,
Praise be to God!  We rely on an external source, yet we are held responsible to seek out that
source for our lives just as a baby seeks his mother’s breast when he is hungry.

And the third thing that we are reminded of is that the milk must be pure milk.  Too often
as Christians we settle for spiritual junk food.  Junk food tastes good, but offers no nutrition or
sustenance.  We hear things on television telling us that if we can just learn to increase our faith,
then we will have all of the money that we want and we won’t get sick again.  Some of it sounds
quite appealing.  Yet it is candy.  It is nothing but colored sugar and it will rot your spiritual
teeth, making it difficult in the end when, to use the author of Hebrews’ metaphor, to move up to
eating solid food.

The last part of verse 2 and verse 3, again, I think are easier to understand in the NIV
translation.  “so that you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord
is good.”  We live in the tension between what God has done and what has not come to fullness
yet.  We have been saved (in being born again), we are being saved (in our continued
sanctification), and we will be saved (in Christ’s promised return).  Peter is getting at just this
idea.  He is saying that if you are a Christian, you must persevere in faith, growing more and
more like Christ.  John Wesley put it this way, “We are to move upward and onward toward
perfection.”  We will never reach perfection on this side of the veil, but by the power of him who
lives in us, we can strive to grow in our sanctification to become more and more like Christ.

The last phrase, I think, is self-explanatory.  We, by being surrounded by God’s people,
brought to an understanding of our sin before a Holy God, realizing our utter inability to present
ourselves before that God, recognizing our need for a savior, and falling before Christ,
confessing Him as Lord and Savior, being born again, having his righteousness imputed to us,
and experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit within us know that God is good.  In fact, he is
exceptional beyond our ability to express.  And this goodness should be reflected in our very
lifestyle.  What a wonderful God we have!

“ As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it
stands in Scripture”

‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
     a cornerstone chosen and precious,
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 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’
So the honor is for you who believe but for those who do not believe,

‘The stone that the builders rejected
     has become the cornerstone,’

and
‘A stone of stumbling,
     and a rock of offense.’

The stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh,
which wage war against your soul.  Keep your conduct among the gentiles honorable, so that
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on
the day of visitation.”

(2: 4-12, ESV)

This small little section contains many well known verses like  “Behold I am laying in
Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious” (6a), “But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood” (9a),  and “once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people” (10a),
amongst others.  But, before we break these verses down, I think that it is worth while to see the
progression of Peter’s argument within this section of the text.

What Peter is telling his audience and henceforth us, is that it will not suffice that we
simply are good people.  We can “put away” all of the sinful activity that is within us, but if we
are serious about craving spiritual milk, we will not stop at just being an asset to our
communities.  In fact, God does not allow us to stop there (And Praise be to God for that!).  It
suits the good pleasure of God to make us into a nation not of good people, but of priests.  We
are to be a holy people as God is holy (hmm, that sounds familiar).

Peter is building his argument not only to teach the church proper behavior in a world
that persecutes holiness, but he is also giving us a basis for our being driven to holiness.  We are
a house whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ himself.  The cornerstone in a foundation is the most
important piece, the first to be laid, which will set the direction and growth of even the rest of the
foundation.  It is a reminder that ALL things have been made subject to Christ, even the Holy
Scriptures.  And if the cornerstone is holy, the foundation must be made holy, and all the
building which is built on the cornerstone must be made holy.  God is perfect in his holiness, we
are to reflect that holiness as a people.  Sadly, we have a long way to go to meet that goal.

We have come “through many dangers, toils, and snares,” but praise God that his grace
has brought us to the cross of Jesus.  Peter begins this section right away in verse 4 by reminding
us that there is only one way to salvation, and that can only be found in Jesus, and he gives us
three images about Jesus here in verse 4.  Using the imagery of Jesus as cornerstone, he tells us
that Jesus is alive, he was rejected by men, and he is yet chosen and precious to God the Father.
This sounds a lot like the beginning of Peter’s first sermon as accounted by Luke in Acts 2: 22-
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24.  I think that it is also important to remind ourselves just how important the “rock” or “stone”
imagery was to Peter, the one re-named “Rock” by Jesus himself.

These three things that Peter relates about Jesus out to make us excited!  It should be a
reminder to us of God’s good will, even in the horror of the cross.  It should remind us that
God’s plans will work out the way he wishes them to.  And it should be a reminder to us that
Jesus’ passion and death was not something done to redeem a “generic” church, but it was done
to save you and me specifically if we are believers.  I am constantly struck with awe that God
would move the heavens and earth to bring me specifically to salvation.  I have been made one
of many brothers of Jesus, but as soon as we begin to start thinking of the church as a generic
whole again, we lose sight of the absolute majesty of God.

And we, the saved body of Christ, are being “built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood.” (verse 5b).  Keep very clear when you read this passage that you remember who
plays what role.  When a house is built, the architect and builders decide where the stones are to
be placed.  The stones do the job of sitting where the master wishes them to sit.  We are the
stones, not the architect of builder.  One of the great problems in the Christian church today is
that so many of the stones are trying to tell the builder how to do his job.

I have spent the last 8 years installing carpet for a living.  Not only have I done the basic
run of the mill installations (which are the bread and butter of the trade), but I have done high-
end custom work and have done custom carpet work on the set of a movie.  All things
considered, I think that I am quite competent at my profession.  Yet, I can’t tell you how many
times that I have had customers or salesmen tell me how I should be doing my job based on
fifteen minutes of internet research the night before.  I have always taken it in stride, but some
people can prove to be quite frustrating when they constantly question how you are going about
doing your job.

I can imagine that we often do the same thing to God.  We say things like, “God, send me
to a large, multi-staffed church, with a large manse in such-and-such geographic locale.”  Or, in
looking for a new church to attend, we say, “God, bring me to a large white-collar church with a
good music program, a large youth group, multiple services to fit my schedule, etc . . .”  I, myself
said, for many years, “God, I know that you are really not calling me into the ordained ministry.
I can serve you perfectly well as a lay-member of my local church while I pursue my own
interests.”  It is all rubbish!  The stones do not tell the builder where their particular shape best
suits the construction of the building, because they have no idea what the building will look like
when it is finished!  Stones are stones!  They are designed and meant for a purpose, chiseled to a
suitable shape by the master craftsman, and they are only best suited for the purposes that they
were designed for!  We are the rocks!  We need to stop telling God what he created us to do and
start seeking His will for our daily lives.

There is a subtle warning buried in these two verses, also.  Peter tells us that Jesus was
rejected by men, but accepted by God.  It is not a wise thing to do to reject that which God has
chosen.  A rejection of God’s chosen is in a sense a rejection of God himself.  I consider myself
to be a pretty easy-going guy.  But if there is one sure way to get under my skin, it would be to
attack my son.  I am not talking about discipline or constructive criticism.  Rather I am talking
about outright ridicule.  To ridicule my son is the quickest way to find yourself on the wrong side
of my anger.  I think that any of us who are parents can relate to that.  I cannot imagine that God
is any different.  If you want a sure way to be on the receiving end of God’s wrath, then reject his
son.  You will be playing with fire quite literally.
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I would be remiss, though, to not bring attention to the word of encouragement that verse
5 closes with.  Peter tells us that the spiritual sacrifices (worship, prayer, devotion, piety, etc…)
are acceptable to God!  It should bring to mind creation where God reflected on what he had
made and pronounced it to be “good.”  God has saved us and remade us through Christ.  His
Holy Spirit, the third member of the trinity, enables us to pray properly and to live a life of
sacrifice.  And God finds that acceptable.  It is a reminder that because of what Christ has done
before us and in us, we have access to his throne of grace.  That is a wonderful place to be.  Yet,
as Joseph Scriven wrote many years ago, “O what peace we often forfeit, o what needless pain
we bear, all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.”

Then Peter cites Isaiah 28:16 (Paul also cites Isaiah 28:16b in Romans 9:33b, combined
with Isaiah 8:14 at the beginning of verse 33), Psalm 118:22, and Isaiah 8:14.  He reminds us not
to show us that it is OK to take verses in isolation and throw them around to prove your point,
but he does so to drive us back to these Old Testament texts and to see the entire texts in the light
of Jesus Christ.  I think that it also underscores the Jewish-ness of his audience because he gives
us just enough of the Old Testament passage to send us looking back, but he does not go into
great detail to explain the references that might be needed if speaking to a predominantly gentile
audience.  Of course, as we are a predominantly gentile audience in the Christian church today,
we have to do our homework.  Take some time in your personal devotions to look back at not
only these passages, but other passages in the Old Testament that point toward Jesus Christ, I
think that your eyes will be opened to many riches that you weren’t aware existed.

Peter closes this section with two more illustrations.  First that we are a chosen people
and secondly that we are sojourners in this world.  Christians are not an independent people.  We
belong to God, for he has chosen us and we belong to each other for we are brothers in Christ.
Never underplay what it means to be chosen and never take it for granted.  Remember those days
on the playground when the “cool-kids” chose teams.  Remember how bad it was to be chosen
last, or worse yet, not chosen at all.  But remember how wonderful it was to be chosen!  You
could have sat for three hours in detention that day and forgotten your homework.  But when the
cool kid chose you to play on his team, that made all things good.  Being chosen is a wonderful
thing, for it is God, the ultimate in “Coolness” who has chosen you to be part of his priesthood.

And the second thing that comes out is that you are pilgrims in this world.  Your true
citizenship, if you are a saved believer, is in heaven above.  You are not meant to “fit in” to the
normal flow of society.  You are to live within the society, but in doing so, you are to provide a
living example of the holiness of God to this unbelieving world.

Rather than trying to flesh all of these ideas out in more detail, I would rather close this
section with a couple of questions for reflection to help you flesh these ideas out in your own life
better:
ÿ You are a member of a kingly priesthood.  Are you living like it?  Would your neighbors

describe you in those terms?  How about your family?
ÿ You are a member of a holy nation.  How are you treating fellow members of that holy

nation?
ÿ Are you living like you have been chosen, or are you living like you are the one doing the

choosing?
ÿ Do you feel like a stranger in this world, or have you become comfortable in the pigpen

of sin which surrounds us?
ÿ Do your honorable actions preach God to the unbelievers around you?  Will they be lead

to salvation by the grace they see in you?
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“Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the
emperor as supreme, or to the governors as sent by him to punish those who d evil and to
praise those who do good.  For this is the will of God, that that by doing good, you should put
to silence the ignorance of foolish people.  Live as people who are free, not using your
freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.  Honor everyone.  Love the
brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honor the emperor.

Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle
but also to the unjust.  For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures
sorrows whole suffering unjustly.  For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it,
you endure?  But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in
the sight of God.  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.  He committed no sin, neither
was deceit found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.  He
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed.  For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

(2:13-25, ESV)

Peter teaches us a number of very important principles as he closes chapter 2 (although
Peter was not closing a chapter at all—as later editors put in the chapter and verse notations).
The first principle is that the Christian is to live his life subject to the civil institutions over him.
This does not refer only to benevolent institutions.  Peter lived under the Roman authority.  In
fact, the emperor at this time was Nero, one of the most ruthless emperors of ancient times.  It is
said that Nero had a habit of having outdoor dinner parties, lighting the courtyard not with
lanterns, but with Christians burning at the stake.  Peter would be martyred by this emperor.

The only reason that the Bible ever condones for disobeying Civil authorities is if the
authority is trying to cause you to sin.  Even so, you still must be willing to submit to the
punishment that the authorities place on your for your faithfulness to Christ.  Christ suffered,
how is it that you should expect not to?  Isaac Watts, one of the great hymn-writers of the
Christian faith, wrote, “why do we expect to enter Heaven with a crown of flowers when Christ
entered with a crown of thorns?”

The second point is that God ordains civil institutions, and sometimes He ordains them to
exact retribution on the wicked.  In the end, government has one role, and that is to reward or
encourage the good and to punish the evil in society.  Obviously, that could be unpacked for
generations, and has been, but that is the basic role of the civil authority.  We, as the individual,
do not have the right to rise up against our government as a mob.  Yet, lower governments, who
are striving to protect their people from an oppressive higher government, have an obligation to
rise up against the oppressive government as part of their civil mandate.  This is the principle that
our American forefathers held to when they rose up against King George of Brittan.

Yet, even though we are living under the authority of both God and a civil magistrate, we
are to live as free people.  What is the worst thing that a corrupt government can do to us?  They
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can take our life.  Then we will be with Christ.  The wicked have no power to harm our souls,
they are kept in the hand of Jesus himself.  Thus we can live as free people even under an
oppressive government.

Thirdly, Peter extends this principle directly to slaves and their masters.  We are to show
grace to those above us, blessing them, in hopes that they will see the truth of God lived out
within our lives.  It does no one any good if you suffer justly.  But if you humbly accept the
abuse that does not belong to you, then you are living a life that imitates none other than Christ
himself.

Verse 21 drives this home.  “For to this [speaking of suffering] you were called”.  This is
no health/wealth gospel.  This is the real deal.  Jesus calls us not to a life of luxury but to take up
our cross and follow him (Matthew 16:24).  His yoke may be light, but it is still a yoke.  If you
are going to grow more like Christ, then it will be through suffering.  Charles Spurgeon once
said, “When God decides to do a work in the world, the first thing He does is to choose a man to
work through and the second thing he does is to crush him.”  God saves us from our sin and is
constantly remaking us more and more in his image, but remaking means breaking.

And Fourthly, God has a habit of showing his strength through weakness.  In verse 24,
Peter writes these words: “By his wounds, you have been healed.”  It is in the passion and death
of Jesus that his strength shines through and we are saved.  And it is in our suffering and
weakness that we turn and rely most heartily on our Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ himself.  And,
praise God for those things in our life that drive us to him!
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1 Peter, Chapter 3

“Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the
word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives – when they see your
respectful and pure conduct.  Do not let your adorning be external – the braiding of hair, the
wearing of gold, or the putting on of clothing – but let your adorning be the hidden person of
the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very
precious.  For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by
submitting to their husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord.  And you are her
children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to
the women as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your
prayers may not be hindered.”

(3: 1-7, ESV)

There are times when I wonder at how the people who divided scripture by chapter and
verse thought up their divisions.  This section continues the thought of the previous section (1
Peter 2: 13-25) in the last chapter.  One of Peter’s main themes is the need for Christians to
behave submissively toward their authorities, even ones that persecute.   Peter begins with the
relationship between citizens and their governments, then moves on to servants and their
masters, and now, in Chapter 3, he moves on to wives and their husbands.

Sadly, these verses are some of the most misunderstood verses in scripture.  People have
taken this verse entirely out of the larger context of Peter and the scriptures and used it to
subjugate their wives and justify abuse.  This is not what Peter is teaching and it would behoove
us to have a clear understanding of this passage.

First of all, let us briefly set the scriptural context for the relationship between a husband
and a wife.   The first husband and wife we see are in Genesis chapter 2:  Adam and Eve.  Eve
was made as Adam’s helpmate, a worker to share the burden of dominion of the earth.  One thing
that is worthwhile noting is that even though it is Eve that initiated the actual eating of the
forbidden fruit, it is Adam, as the head of the household that is held responsible throughout
scripture.   While Eve is his equal in creation, Adam is held to a greater degree of accountability
because of his “headship.”

I am going to deal with Sarah in a minute because Peter deals with her, but I want to also
jump quickly to Ephesians 5:22-33.  Paul parallels the relationship between husband and wife to
that of Christ and his church.  Christ, as the head of the church, is her prime authority.  The
church is guided along by leaders raised up within her, but the true church has no power to do
anything that contradicts scripture, the Word of God.  When she tries, she only falls into
apostasy.   In the same way, a wife serves alongside her husband in raising a family, but when it
comes to spiritual matters, she is to defer to her husband.

Does this mean that the husband has carte-blanche authority?  Absolutely not.  The
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church.  Not only did Christ serve his church by
word in teaching, but he served her by deed, which culminated in the cross.  A man who reduces
his wife to a subservient role is not a man who is ready to die for her.  But not only that, Christ
serves even now, at the right hand of God, in constant intercession for his church.  Christ not
only sees her needs and provides them, but he seeks out ways to draw her to himself, constantly
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romancing her with his grace and mercy.  Now, husbands, how do you stack up?  Are you
intimately aware of your wife’s needs?  Do you seek those needs out?  Does she feel comfortable
sharing them with you?  Does she feel comfortable sharing the deepest concerns and fears of her
heart with you?  Would you suffer humiliation on her behalf?  Would you die for her?  Would
you go to the cross for her?  Do you go to the cross of Christ on your knees on her behalf?

My hunch is that we all fall woefully short.  Yet, this does not give the wife an easy out.
This whole section of Peter is about submission, even when the circumstances are anything but
perfect.  Sarah was submissive to Abraham even when Abraham put her in a position that would
compromise her integrity.  Genesis 12: 10-20 tells of how Abraham told Pharaoh that Sarah was
his sister and gave her to him as a wife.  It was God who intervened to keep Sarah (then still
Sarai) pure.  I will come back to this in a minute, for it is important.

So how are we to make sense of everything?  First, let’s start with the motivation behind
Peter’s argument for submission.  The purpose of our submission is not that we get persecuted,
although that is the way the unbelieving world often responds to authentic Christianity.  Peter
says, that it is by our submissive nature that we draw people to Christ that they may be saved.
Evangelism is our goal and the way we live our daily lives is part of getting to that goal!  So,
whether you are before your emperor, your master, or your husband (or any authority for that
matter), submit to their authority.  God has brought them to power for his purposes, God has
placed you under them, and when you show submission even in the face of persecution, then the
person over you will see the Holy Spirit at work in your life.  Your submission is a proclamation
of the Gospel.

So what are we to make of cases of spousal abuse?  Surely Peter is not suggesting that
women must grin and bear it.  Peter is not saying this, but I want to take this from two angles.
The first one is in Peter’s reference to Sarah.  Note that while it was Abraham who put Sarah into
a compromising position, it was God who rescued her from the hand of Pharaoh.  Peter was quite
aware of this story as was his audience.  Throughout scripture, God refers to himself and is
referred to as a “good shepherd.”  A shepherd not only guides and leads his flock, but he protects
them from harm.  Peter and Paul both use the terminology of shepherd to both refer pastors and
to Christ, as the “chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5: 4).  If we as leaders in the church have the role of
shepherd given to us, then we have an obligation to protect our flock.  And just as God
intervened on behalf of Sarah, so too, should church elders intervene on behalf an abused wife
within his flock.  This may be done through protecting her and shielding her from her husband,
or it may be done through force (within the constraints of the law).

The second angle is with respect to the definition of divorce.  Jesus, in the sermon on the
mount, defines the only acceptable divorce as one which resulted from adultery (Matthew 5: 31-
32).  Paul later adds abandonment of a believing spouse by an unbeliever as a second (1
Corinthians 7: 15-16), but that does not apply to abuse.  The Greek word, though, that Jesus uses
in the sermon on the mount when he is discussing adultery is “pornea.”   It is the word that we
get pornography from.

This term is actually a more general term that covers all forms of sexual immorality.  It
covers not only adultery, but incest, rape, homosexuality, pornography, lust, etc…  For a very
detailed listing of the sexual practices that God considers immoral, read Leviticus 18, the entire
chapter is devoted to God’s view of these things.  When abuse becomes part of a married
relationship, the abuser violates the marriage bed and turns it into a bed of fear.  This is pornea,
which gives the person grounds for a Biblical divorce.
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There is one other point that is highly misunderstood within this passage.  Verse 3 reads,
“Do not let your adorning be external – the braiding of hair, the wearing of gold, or the putting
on of clothing –“  Peter is saying that vanity has no room in the life of a Christian.  A woman’s
beauty should radiate from inside, namely from her gentle spirit.  It is Peter’s assertion that true
beauty is not skin deep, but radiates from within.

There is a tremendous beauty that radiates from the heart of a Christian.  Currently, I
minister to a group of men at Gateway Rescue Mission, a downtown men’s homeless shelter.
The men there have had a hard life.  Most of them have spent large portions of their lives on the
street and grew up in the school of “hard knocks.”  Many of them are or have been drug abusers
and many have done “hard time” in prison for violent offences.  Many of them are not well
groomed and none of them have had the educational opportunities that I have been granted in
life.  These men are not what the world would call “beautiful people.”  I must admit that when I
first started volunteering at the mission, I wondered what I had gotten myself into.

But by the Grace of God, something happened within me.  God enabled me to see
through the hardened and beaten exterior of these men and into their hearts.  It wasn’t long
before I had fallen in love with these men.  It is the exact same principle in a married
relationship.  You wife may be a little heavier than she was when you first married her, she may
have a few more wrinkles around the eyes, and she may have a few gray hairs that she is no
longer able to hide.  But as you grow to know the woman that is below the fleshly exterior, day
by day, she will grow more beautiful to your eyes.  I know that this has been my experience and I
know that I am not alone.  If your wife wants to braid her hair or wear jewelry, then by all means
encourage her.  Yet encourage modesty, for vanity not only draws attention only to the flesh, but
it is sin and idolatry.

There are 2 other sticky points in this section that ought to be addressed.  The first one is
at the end of verse 6: “do not fear anything that is frightening.”  The literal translation of the
word frightening is really “fluttering alarm.”  Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown translate this part of
the verse to read: “Act well and be not thrown into sudden panic.  In the Septuagint, Proverbs
3:25 uses the same Greek term when it reads: “Anger assails men; fear women.”1

I think that this is a case once again that we need to pay close attention to the context of
the passage.  Peter is still talking about Sarah in this verse.  He is saying that believing women
are daughters of Sarah and ought to follow her model.  If Peter has in mind the passage from
Genesis 12, then this verse is an exhortation to women to follow the model of Sarah who
faithfully submitted to her husband even though it lead down a fearful path.  The very next
section of text that we move into is a section dealing with perseverance during times of suffering.
I think that the flow of Peter’s argument is 1) submit in faith and 2) persevere in faith.  This is a
message that we would all do well to heed.

The second sticky point is found at the end of verse 7: Men, love your wives, “so that
your prayers may not be hindered.  There are people that go into a variety of unusual directions
with this verse, but it simply is a pointer back to Genesis 2:24. “For this reason, man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  There is a
spiritual bond that exists within marriage, and God expects the husband and wife to be united in
spirit when they pray.  It is too easy to be self centered when all you do is pray by yourself.  But

                                                
1 See Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown, Commentary on the Whole Bible for a larger discussion of
the translation of this verse.
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when you pray as a family, you are forced to see their needs before your own.  Husbands, love
your wives as Christ loved the church.

“Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a
humble mind.  Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for
to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.  For

‘Whoever desires to love life
And see good days,

Let him keep his tongue from evil
And his lips from speaking deceit;

Let him turn away from evil and do good;
Let him seek peace and pursue it.

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
And his ears are open to their prayer.

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’
Now who is here to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you

should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed.  Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that when you are slandered, those who
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for doing
good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.”

(1 Peter 3: 8-17, ESV)

The great hymn writer, Isaac Watts, once wrote: “Why do men expect to enter Heaven
with a crown or roses when Jesus entered with a crown of thorns.”  If the previous sections could
be summarized by calling them an exhortation to submit to governmental authorities, submit to
your master’s authority, and submit to your husband’s authority, this section could be
summarized as an exhortation to submit even in the face of persecution.

In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), Jesus sums up what it means to live the Christian life
and describes the blessings involved, yet he ends with a reminder that anyone who calls himself
a Christian will be persecuted.  Peter is reminding his readers of that very thing.

He is exhorting them to live a life of kindness, humility, and brotherly love, citing Psalm
34: 12-16, but reminding them not to be surprised when the world persecutes them.  It stands as a
reminder to us that persecution is our way of life as Christians.  It points to Peter’s emphasis on
the Diaspora in Chapter 1.  As John Calvin would put it, we are pilgrims traveling on this earth.
We may suffer here, but there is a great inheritance waiting for us when we get home.

I want to draw your attention to two points.  First is the Psalm that Peter chooses to quote
from.  This Psalm was written by David after escaping from the King of Gath during the time
when King Saul was chasing him.  It is a Psalm that extols the providence of God even in the
midst of great persecution and hardship.  Yet what I think is particularly interesting is the verse
just before the text that Peter quotes.  It reads, “Come O children, listen to me; I will teach you
the fear of the Lord.”  Fear of the Lord is a reverential awe that leads to devotion and worship,
and, as Peter is pointing out, a life that is lived in the fear of the Lord is a life that is lived in
humility and submission.  It is a life that models itself after Jesus.
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And the second thing that is worth noting is found in verse 15b: “always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.”  We are
commissioned to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not mumble it, and we are called to
proclaim it whenever the opportunity arises.  It is bringing home the point that our submission
will draw people toward Christ, but submission without a testimony of the Gospel is worthless.
How often we are guilty of being close-lipped with the Gospel, missing wonderful opportunities
to share our faith and we withdraw, afraid of stepping on toes or being looked at as odd.  Take a
day this week, and look for any opportunity that you have to share the Gospel with others.  As
one of my professors does, witness even to the telemarketers.  See just how many people God
brings into your path even in a day.  I promise, you will be amazed and blessed.

“ For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring to us God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he
went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God’s
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is
eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  Baptism, which corresponds to this,
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”

(1 Peter 3: 18-22, ESV)

And it is Peter who wrote that Paul is sometimes hard to understand!  (2 Peter 3:16)  How
are we to make sense out of this passage?  Let us begin with the larger context of the book.  Peter
is writing to encourage Christians to persevere in their suffering looking to Christ for hope.
Peter has just brought to a close a large section on submitting to even bad authorities and he is
getting ready to begin a section on the suffering of Jesus.  Thus, this passage is a transition from
our suffering to that of Christ, and any interpretation of these verses must reflect this theme.

So what are we to make of this passage?  As an overview, Peter is reminding us that
Jesus, even though he was righteous, suffered and died for us, who are unrighteous.  That we
have been called into the Ark (which is the Church) out of a world that is slated for God’s wrath
and that in our baptism, we remember Christ’s past work in our lives and the eventual
completion that will come in His second coming.  It is a passage of hope and encouragement as
Christ has gone ahead of us and paved the way for us.  If your heart does not skip a beat when
you read this, it ought to.  Herein lies the hope of the Christian.  We can rest on the work of
Christ for our salvation!  In our own strength, we are woefully inadequate, but Jesus’ work is
perfect and complete, and he will see us through even the deluge of persecution that this world
would throw at us.

Before I came to seminary, I made my living as a carpet installer.  At that point, I worked
as a partner with another installer rather than having just a helper.  Jason, the other installer, was
not only equal to me as an installer, in many ways, he was better.  We both worked hand in hand
(figuratively) to complete the job.   Yet, there were some days when one or the other of us was
sick or had hurt themselves the day before.  I can’t tell you the relief that I often felt in knowing
that on those days, Jason was able to pick up my slack, as I would his when he was ill.  I knew
that completing the job on those days did not rest in my strength, but in Jason’s.  It is similar but
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heightened in an amazing way in Jesus.  We are sick with sin.  In fact, as Paul says, we are dead
in our sin.  The gap between where we are and where we need to be is so great that our minds
cannot fully comprehend the distance.  Yet, Jesus picks up the slack.  In fact, he did all of the
work for us!  The comfort that the Christian has in Jesus’ work is beyond the English language’s
ability to describe properly.  Take hope brethren, even if you are facing the depths of
persecution, Christ is with you.

So what about these tricky verses?   What does “put to death in the flesh and made alive
in the spirit” refer to?  Jesus had two natures: human and divine.  On the cross, it is only his
human nature that died, to say otherwise would be to imply that God the eternal is capable of
dying, which cannot be.  In turn, it was his human flesh that was raised again from the dead as a
precursor to our own bodily resurrections as Christians at the Second-Coming.

There has been much debate as to what Peter means by preaching to the spirits in prison.
Did Jesus go into the underworld and preach to the dead there?  Did Jesus preach to the chained
demons?  Did Jesus go back in time to proclaim his message to the people of Noah’s day?  And
we can go on.  I think that the simplest and most natural way of reading this is that when Jesus
died and was resurrected, He proclaimed his victory to all the world, and even the dead in their
unbelief and the demons hear that proclamation.  Proclamation does not have to be an extension
of the Gospel, but it can be an announcement that his work is complete.

Remember, when Jesus died, Satan thought he won the battle.  Yet Jesus rose!  And in
that process, he announced to all of creation that he is the risen son of God, Lord and Savior!
“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  (Philippians
2: 10-11, ESV)  Jesus proclaimed his victory and the sealing of the damned for eternity.

In context, then, Noah is an example of God’s patience with unbelieving mankind.  In
Revelation 6:10, we see the picture of the martyred ones crying out to God, “how long” before
you come in judgment?  It is the cry of all persecuted Christians.  Yet, Peter is reminding us as
well as his audience that God’s patience is long-suffering.  Why?  So that more might come to
know Christ.  It took Noah about 100 years to build that Ark.  Peter later describes Noah as a
“Preacher of Righteousness.” (2 Peter 2:5).  What do you think that he was doing while he built
that boat?  He was preaching!  Both by his actions and by word of mouth, calling people to
repent.

While you may think that Noah’s preaching must not have been that effective as there
was no mass revival  -- his family was saved.  One of the tasks that has been appointed to the
father is to evangelize his family.  And in that, Noah was successful.  We must also be reminded
that it takes a work of the Holy Spirit, not wonderful elocution to bring about a work of true
repentance.  Peter is reminding those of us who are saved that we have been called out from
destruction by the hand of God.  It is God’s doing, not our own.

We also must be reminded that it is because of God’s patience that you and I are saved.
We ought to be thankful for God’s patience even when we face harsh persecution, for it is one
more opportunity to preach the word of God to an unbeliever.  And, we ought, in turn, to me all
the more motivated to evangelize, for the flood did come.  God’s patience is great but it will not
reside with us forever.  Judgment will come.  Look closely, have you been faithful as Noah was
and evangelized your family?  We have much work to do.

Baptism is a reminder of our being saved, it is not the means to salvation.  When Peter
says that baptism “corresponds to this” he is talking about the flood, not eternal salvation.  In
baptism we are reminded of the work that Christ did for us.  Remember, that the Ark of Noah
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was only a shadow of the greater Ark, in Jesus Christ.  While only a few were saved in the Ark,
all that Jesus has called to himself will be saved in him, being a part of the church, the new Ark.
It is worth remembering that God pointed to his redemption of all kinds of people from all
nations in Noah’s command to take all kinds of animals on the ark.  This is not a universalism, if
you think it is, then tell it to the animals that got left behind, but it is a precursor to the Great
Commission (Matthew 28: 16-20) where we are commanded to make disciples of all nations and
races.

Baptism is also a visible pledge of conscience before the people of God.  It is a statement
that you will order your life in such a way as to life according to the teaching of scripture.  In the
case of infant baptism, that pledge is made by the parents and representatives on behalf of that
child in hopes that the child will later make a profession of faith of their own.  We are not perfect
in our living out of this pledge, but it is a visible sign that you are striving to live in faith.

Peter closes this section with a wonderful encouragement.  It is a picture of Christ on his
throne, at the right hand of God, with all of the angels, authorities, and powers subjected to him.
It is a reminder that Christ has finished his work as Savior and now reigns forevermore.  It is a
reminder that the inheritance that Jesus promised us is not a work in process, but has been fully
established.  We have but to persevere toward that end.  Praise be to God!



-26-

1 Peter,  Chapter 4

“Since  therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of
thinking for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of
the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.  The time that is
past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions,
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.  With respect to this they are
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you;
but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  For this is why
the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way
people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.”

(1 Peter 4: 1-6, ESV)

Here we have our third and final “therefore” of the book, signaling the third division
within the body of the text.  This therefore is a special one.  Whereas both of the earlier ones
pointed backwards to prepare for what Peter was about to say, this therefore not only points
backwards at what has been said, but points deliberately forwards, or should I say Christ-wards.
Always the preacher, Peter points us to Christ, offering his model of sacrifice as a model that all
Christians should strive toward.

As with Chapter 1, verse 13, after the first “therefore,” verse 1 contains military
language.  Earlier, Peter exhorts us to “gird up the loins of our mind” to prepare for spiritual
battle, now we are to arm ourselves with Christ’s manner of thinking.  Can you see the pattern
here?  It is our minds that we need to be diligent in preparing.  Yes, a faith that is intellectual
only is no saving faith at all, it must have the heart’s passion, but usually it is the mind that filters
temptations and it is the mind that minds our discipline.  And just as we are to grow our faith,
looking passionately toward our Lord and Savior, we are to grow our minds to match, for with
our minds and hearts we will do battle with the enemy.  Thus, as Christ suffered, humbly and in
submission to God’s greater plan, so must we arm ourselves.  Peter is driving home to his
audience, an audience that is facing great persecution, that to be a Christian means to be one who
is persecuted.  We should expect it and we should prepare for it.  And most importantly, we must
glorify God through it.

Ok, what is this about whoever suffers in the flesh does not sin anymore?  Does that
mean that if I suffer …?  No.  Salvation is an act of God’s good grace alone, our works, no
matter how many or how magnificent can never begin to make us worthy before a Holy God.
But, when we are saved, born again of the Holy Spirit, we die to sin and are made alive to Christ.
See Romans 6:1-14 for Paul’s description of this.  Those that are true Christians will suffer, as
Peter stresses over and over (Jesus himself stresses it at the end of the Beatitudes, describing
persecution as the world’s response to a our salvation.  Matthew 5:1-12), thus the Christian, who
is born again, no longer is bound to sin, but is bound to righteousness.  Thus, we live not for our
own human passions, but we live for Christ and his glory.

All too often, though, Christians live like salt-pillar “wanna-bees.”  Just like Lot’s wife,
who looked back towards Sodom and Gomorrah, the Christian is constantly want to look back a
the sin that God has saved them from.  Peter is saying, don’t do it.  Fill up your minds with the
scriptures and things of God, keep your mind busy so that it does not wander and stray.  The time
that you spent living like the Gentiles want to do (speaking of unsaved Gentiles) is wasted time.
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One of the greatest frustrations that I had back in the days when I worked as a manager
was with my employees wasting time.  If I was watching over them, they would diligently
complete their assigned tasks.  Yet, as soon as I left the room to attend to my other
responsibilities, the foolishness began.  Ultimately, they would fool around until they knew I was
coming back or the job’s deadline was quickly approaching, and then they would work double
time to complete the job.  In that sense, we are like the lazy worker.  Most of us have wasted a
lifetime in sin, living the way the pagans do.  Now that we are saved, with the great Manager of
our souls coming back “soon,” we need to work double-time to do God’s work.  Even a moment
of sin and even a moment longing for the pleasures of a life wasted is a thousand moments too
much.

And just in case we weren’t sure how the gentiles live, wanting to sweep our own pet sin
under the rug, Peter gives us a representative sampling.  That way we all get our toes stepped on.

Living in sensuality:  This is debauchery, public indecency, sexual immorality, and
vulgarity.  So you think that you are safe here?  What kind of movies do you watch?  What kind
of music do you listen to?  What kind of lifestyle is your money going to support when you
patronize these kind of things?  What kind of lifestyle does your money go to support when you
attend professional sports games?  Sex and immorality sells.  When it is blatant we often can be
found condemning it.  But all too often it is subtle, and when it is subtle, we tend to ignore it.
And when we ignore immorality around us, we might as well condone it, for that is how society
will respond.  That is how our children will respond.  We are all guilty here.

Passions:  This is our lusts.  This not only covers any form of sexuality outside of marriage,
but it also covers our lusts for things, food, wealth, power, etc…  It is greed, and greed is
idolatry, for it puts other things ahead of God in your life.  What drives you?  Is it the desire for
recognition and accomplishment?  That is one of my vices.  Could it be the desire to stay one
step ahead of the Jones’ with respect to worldly goods?  Anything that you yearn for other God
becomes an idol.  Are your toes starting to hurt yet?

Drunkenness:  We are so aware of the dangers of alcohol and drug abuse in our society, but it
still runs rampant.  A Christian may have a drink, but a Christian may not drink to drunkenness.
And drunkenness does not simply mean “fall-down-stupid drunk,” as a friend of mine used to put
it, but it means any amount of alcohol that would cause you to act in an ungodly manner.  And
we don’t need alcohol to get drunk!  How often, when we receive a windfall of money do we
begin to act foolishly with it?  How many of our Christian youth, desiring to be part of the
“popular crowd,” behave in ways that they ordinarily would not behave in?  College frat rushes,
for example, are usually not what one could call Godly, but how many of our Christian youth
participate in these activities?  And how often do we simply sit back and say, “as long as nobody
gets hurt…”?  Peter is far from done with his stomping.

Orgies:  Ok, here, we sit back and consider ourselves safe, taking some time to rub our sore
toes.  But not too fast.  Webster’s dictionary defines orgies not only based on the sexual
connotations, but as any kind of “drunken revelry,” characterized by a “lack of moderation and
control.”  Perhaps a more contemporary term would be “wild parties.”  Where did those steel
toed boots go?  How many Christians travel down to Mardi Gras?  Now I know that some
Christians go down to hand out Bible tracts and try to witness to people.  And while that is
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commendable, it is also quite dangerous because it is easy to get caught up in the revelry.
Friends, whether you participating in all of the vulgarity or not, your silent participation sends a
message of affirmation to an unbelieving world that is watching you and wanting to call you a
hypocrite.  Don’t fall into their traps.

Drinking Parties:  The NIV translates the Greek term pojtoV (potos) as carousing.  This word
not only carries connotations of drunkenness with it, but it carries sexual connotations as well.
This covers what we would affectionately call “singles bars” and “meat markets” today.  The
Christian simply does not belong there.  Satan is at war with us, seeking to destroy our
relationship with our savior.  He seeks to tempt us, making our minds wander into sin and
eventually our bodies will follow suit.    Are you a single Christian?  Don’t bother looking to
places like that to find a mate.  Trust God to provide you a Godly spouse, but first seek to find all
of your peace and satisfaction in Jesus.

Lawless Idolatry:  Peter’s redundancy is for emphasis.  All idolatry is against God’s law.  It
is, as the NIV puts it, “detestable.”  God punished the Israelites for bringing idols into the
temple.  Our bodies, though, are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  All of this “junk” of the world
that we bring into our bodies and minds is lawless and it is detestable.  It will only serve to
corrupt us.  How often we try and make ourselves comfortable in the pig sty rather than fleeing
home to our Father’s house.  Does this mean that we must completely seclude ourselves from the
world?  No.  Frankly, I don’t think you could if you wanted to.  But it does mean that you are to
live a life that is markedly different than that which the world would suggest.

Remember the military reference from earlier?  Think about it this way.  When preparing
for battle, a soldier must undergo rigorous training.  They must learn to live and to think
differently than they way they grew up.  They must be disciplined and they must not fall prey to
laziness.  They are trained to be someone who is separate from the civilian world.  What good is
it for a General to have a group of untrained “rabble-rousers” when he goes into battle?
Likewise, if we are disobedient to our Commander and Chief, then we are of little use to him.
We are to live Godly lives.  And we are to humbly face the mocking and the scorn of an
unbelieving world for that is the path that Christ himself walked ahead of us.

Any why will the world be surprised when you do not join them in their revelry?
Frankly, misery loves company and sin is miserable, the unsaved just don’t know it yet.  Some of
them will never know it until they face judgment for it.  Then they will taste just how bitter their
lot is.  Don’t hate those who mock and persecute you, pity them, for they are traveling for a
destination that is more horrible than any of us can imagine.  For this is why the gospel was
preached.  That those who spiritually dead might be made alive in Jesus Christ and be saved
from judgment that is to come.

“The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the
sake of your prayers.  Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a
multitude of sins.  Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.  As each has received a
gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace:  whoever speaks, as
one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength of that God
supplies – in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  To him
belong glory and dominions forever and ever.  Amen.”
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(1 Peter 4:  7-11, ESV)

When I was growing up, we used to go canoeing on the Patomic River.  One of the sites
that we used to camp along the river was located in Paw-Paw, West Virginia.  As you can
imagine, Paw-Paw is just a speck on the map, but it contains something of great interest.  The
B&O Canal runs along the Patomic river in that section, having been used to ferry boats carrying
goods from one place to the next.  In the town of Paw-Paw, they had to run the canal through the
side of a mountain.  The Paw-Paw tunnel is nearly a mile long, has no lights within it and only
has a 3-foot wide footpath that runs along the canal.

One of the highlights of our trip was always the darkened walk through that tunnel.
When you entered the tunnel, all you could see of the other side was a pinhole of light.  You
would go in and walk and walk and walk and walk, but the pinhole would never seem to get
larger.  Somewhere in the middle of the tunnel, younger scouts would often get discouraged or
scarred (our ghost stories didn’t help the matter I guess).  Yet, when they would turn back, they
would realize that the entrance to the tunnel was also not much more than a pinhole of light.  For
many of them, this proved to be a point of great discouragement, they felt as if they would never
return to the sunlight.

In our Christian walks, we often find ourselves in this kind of predicament.  Like the
younger scouts in our hiking party, we look forward and wonder whether or not we will ever get
through this time of darkness and trial that we are facing, and in looking back, we find it hard to
remember what it felt like to be in the light, before our trials began.  This point can be quite
discouraging even for mature Christians.  Yet, in this passage, Peter is reminding us that there is
an end to trials and persecutions and that end is coming.  Never forget as you read this book of
the Bible that Peter is writing it to encourage Christians in persecution.  And that encouragement
comes in this form:  The end is coming, Jesus has won the battle, but for now walk in peace and
love for living that way is to God’s glory.

This is not a health-wealth gospel, encouraging people to find comfort in the material
blessings of God; rather, this is the true Gospel, reminding Christians that our home is not on this
earth and our treasures are not here.  Jesus has prepared and kept an inheritance for us in Heaven.
The light at the end of the tunnel is coming, sometimes it just seems so far away.

And in this passage, Peter gives us instructions about how to live in these darkened times.
First, we are to be sober-minded and self-controlled.  We are not to be discouraged because of
things around us, but we are to live with the assurance that God’s hand is in control of all things
and he is working all things according to his plan.  Likewise, we are not to be carried away in
excitement, self-indulgence, or self-pity in response to what is going on around us.  We are to be
a responsible people, living diligently for the Glory of God.

Secondly, we are to love one another.  Jesus commanded his disciples to love one
another, following Jesus’ own example (John 13:34).  So what is this about love covering a
multitude of sins?  There are two ways to look at this.  First, God loved us even in the filth and
wretchedness of our sin, and Jesus’ shed blood, because of that love, covered a multitude of sins
– all of the sins of the elect.  The second way we can look at this is to point ourselves back to the
Lord’s prayer (see Matthew 6: 9-13).  When we pray, we pray that God would forgive us our sins
as we forgive the sins of others.  Jesus goes on to say (in verses 14 and 15) that if we forgive
others God will forgive us and if we do not forgive others, we will not be forgiven.  This is the
only part of the Lord’s prayer that is given with a condition attached and it is the only part of the
Lord’s prayer that Jesus expounds upon in his sermon.  Hence, it is important, and hence, when
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we look at Peter’s statement, we must remember that to sincerely forgive someone takes love.
Thus if we love others, we will forgive them and if we are forgiving them, then God will forgive
us our sins.

Peter goes on to unpack for us what it means to live in love.  We are to show hospitality
to others, we are to use our gifts to serve others, and we are to use the gifts God gives us to
administer God’s grace to others.  And he emphasizes two areas of God’s gifts:  word and
service.  In both, we are to be responsible in what we do as we do it as if from God himself, and
in both we are to do so relying on God’s strength and not our own.  Peter also works on the
assumption that if you are saved, you have gifts.  Some have more than others and gifts vary
according to God’s plan, but all believers have gifts and all are to use them for God’s glory.  No
one is left off the hook.

And what is the purpose of our activity?  Or as the Westminster Shorter Catechism asks,
“What is the chief end of man?”  As Peter resounds throughout this book, “to glorify God and to
enjoy him forever.”  Everything we do is for God’s glory!  Even in our struggling and our pain,
we are to live with our face toward God that he would yet be glorified, for to him and to him
alone belong glory and honor forever and ever, Amen.
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“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  If you are
insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you.  But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed but let him glorify God in that
name.  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us,
what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the Gospel of God?  And

‘If the righteousness is scarcely saved, what will become of the
ungodly and the sinner?’

Therefore, let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful
Creator while doing good.”

(1 Peter 4: 12-19, ESV)

Thus, Peter reminds us once again that the life of a Christian is a life that will be lived in
the face of persecution.  Whether that means physical attacks and martyrdom or whether that
means social persecution, the Christian will be hated by the world.  We are to face it and we are
to expect it.  Persecution will be the norm, we will find times of rest and peace, but these times
of rest are only to get us ready for the next time of persecution.  Jesus was persecuted, how is it
that we, his followers, expect to be treated any differently?

Peter himself, within a few years of writing this letter would be arrested and crucified
(tradition has it that Peter asked to be crucified upside down, being unworthy to die in the same
way as our Lord).  In fact, all of the Apostles, save John, met with a martyr’s death.  Some were
beheaded, some crucified, some were run through, some were devoured by beasts, etc…  Not
one was pretty.

Surely that does not go on today, does it?  Oh yes.  One of the drawbacks to having the
freedom to worship as we like in our nation is that we often do not appreciate the sacrifice that
our brothers and sisters in Christ make when they become believers.  Beatings, murder and
torture go on across the globe.  “The Voice of the Martyrs” is a Christian publication whose
twofold mission is to support persecuted Christians throughout the world and to be a voice for
those suffering Christians in our own country.  They have brought reports out of China of police
torture of Christians, out of Sudan of Muslims beating and killing Christians who will not
convert to Islam, and out of Indonesia of churches being ransacked and burned by Muslims.

What I find to be amazing is that all through the world, there are Christians who are
willing to risk torture, imprisonment, government sanctions, and death in order to worship their
Savior, Jesus Christ, yet we all too often are too intimidated to witness to our co-workers.  We
have become lazy in our faith, oftentimes neither being hot nor cold, just lukewarm.  As the
evangelist Bengal once said, “the wind increases the flame; persecution increases evangelism.”
In a sense, we are facing the possibility for persecution even in our own country today.  While it
is quite acceptable to call yourself a Christian and go to Church on Sundays, it is another thing to
truly live that Christian life.  To state that you will not do Rec. sports on the Sabbath, to
disapprove of “alternate lifestyles,” to monitor what you and your children watch on television,
to pray when dining out in public,  to disapprove of premarital sex, and to conduct business
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dealings in a Godly manner are all things that will at least bring ridicule.  And we are to embrace
that ridicule and pray for our brothers and sisters in chains who face more than a simple
onslaught of words.

Peter closes this chapter with a sobering reminder.  Judgment is coming.  He quotes from
Proverbs 11:31.  In the context of the proverb, the implication is that the persecution that we
receive as Christians here on the earth is the only actual punishment that we will receive for our
sins, Christ has saved us from eternal punishment.  Yet, the ungodly will face God’s wrath and
eternal punishment in the fires of Hell.  Our attitude toward our persecutors should be one of
pity, not anger.  We need to pray for their souls because they are facing punishment far worse
than any man can imagine, and that should break our hearts.  Who have you shared the Gospel
with recently?
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1 Peter, Chapter 5

“So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of
God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your
charge, but being examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory.”

(1 Peter 5: 1-4, ESV)

In Chapter 5, Peter changes gear and shifts from preacher mode to “Daddy” mode.
Having said all that needed to be said to build up and encourage the persecuted church, he sits
down, takes us up on his lap, and says, “now, just you and I, we need to talk.”  And he begins
with some fatherly instruction to those who are pasturing the churches.  The thing that I think is
so neat about this section is that Peter identifies himself simply as a fellow elder and a saved
believer.  Peter, if anyone, had the right to assert his Apostolic authority, but in humility, Peter
simply describes himself by the office he has been called to fill.  It is not unlike James and Jude
describing themselves as servants of Jesus Christ even though they were his younger brothers.  It
also reminds us that there is no room in God’s house for egos.  We all serve as part of a team that
God has brought together for his glory.  Some as deacons and elders, some as participants in
other ways, but no one for his own glory or honor.  We should all simply present ourselves as the
unworthy servants that we are.

Peter then gives a series of fatherly words of wisdom:

Shepherd the flock among you:  There is no ideal place for a pastor to pastor other than the
place that God puts him.  So many young preachers adopt the mindset that they will take a little
church and then after 4 or 5 years, they will move up into something bigger.  Yet this short term
mindset only creates problems.  And when problems arise, there is no incentive to work through
them, it simply becomes time to move on.  How many churches have been devastated by this
mindset?  A pastor needs to take the mindset that God has brought him to the particular church
for the long haul.  That may or not be God’s plan, but when you enter it with the long term
mindset, you become willing to wrestle with even the most difficult problems.

This applies even to those who do not pastor a church.  This applies to all church
members.  We live in such a consumer society that we have begun to treat church membership in
the same way.  We feel that as long as a church is meeting our needs we will stay, but as soon as
difficulties arise, there are twelve other churches within five square miles that I can attend.  Yes,
there are times when it is appropriate to leave a church, but those times are the exceptions and
not the rule.  Serve the church that God has planted you in.  It does not matter whether you are
being recognized for that service or not, it is not about you, but it is about God, and it is his hand
that planted you there.

And lastly, this is a reminder that pastors are to be shepherds.  Shepherds not only guide
and lead their flock to green pastures and still waters, but they also protect their flock from
predators.  This means that pastors have an obligation to not only guide the congregation
spiritually, but he has a responsibility to keep them from falling into error and to keep their
spirits safe from the lies of Satan.  He also has a responsibility to make sure that physical needs
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are being met, not only with food and resources through the work of the deacons, but also in
areas of abuse like we mentioned earlier, and physical safety.

Exercise Oversight:  This builds upon the earlier argument about shepherding, but adds a
qualifier.  Pastors are to exercise oversight not out of a sense of obligation but out of a desire and
a love for their flock.  If you treat pastoring as a job and oversight as part of that job description,
you will be missing the point and reduce yourself to frustration as well as not meet your
congregation’s needs.  The ordained ministry is not an occupation, it is a lifestyle.  Your desire to
exercise oversight needs to flow from the love you have for your congregation and that love is
only given to you by God himself.

Don’t do it for financial gain:  That isn’t a problem for most pastors.  Yet, many have
fallen into the temptation of the health/wealth groups.  Friends, the health/wealth gospel, as
Steve Brown would say, “is a lie that comes from the pits of Hell and it smells like smoke.”   The
workman deserves his pay, but we should not seek riches other than the riches of God’s word
and grace.

Don’t be a tyrant:  If we are to truly be pastors, we are to be servant leaders, following the
example of Jesus.  How many pastors have come into churches like a raging bull, demanding
their own way?  If there is heresy in a church, this might be necessary.  But this is not the
example that Jesus set for us.  Jesus took a towel, wrapped it around his waist, and washed the
feet of his disciples.  He would continue that example of humble service as he walked to the
cross, to accomplish once and for all the thing which we could never hope to do for ourselves –
redemption.  Pastors are to serve their flock, not leading as a domineering tyrant, but leading in
love.

My wife and I recently were talking about the wearing of robes or gowns by the pastor
during worship.  Personally, I do not like robes at all.  Yet, some congregations are set that their
pastor is to wear one.  As I told my wife, while I do not like robes one whit, were I called to a
congregation that expected me to wear a robe, I would.  I would because God has called me to
that congregation as their pastor, they are God’s people, and I love them.  That means if they
want me to wear a robe, I will gladly don a robe.  This may seem like a small thing, but it
exemplifies the mindset that a pastor is to have with their flock, and sadly, many congregations
have been split over seemingly little things.

And, by following the example of Christ, when Christ, the Chief Shepherd, comes again,
you will be rewarded as a faithful steward of the flock that God has given to you.

“Likewise, you who are younger, be subject tot the elders.  Clothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’
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Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time
he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”

(1 Peter 5: 5-7, ESV)

There is little that can be said here that has not already been said.  If you are a Christian,
you are to live a humble life.  Pride will destroy you and it will destroy your relationship with
other people and with God.  God places people over us for our instruction and discipline.  We are
to submit ourselves to them.  Note that the term “elder” in verse 5 is a different term in Greek
than we see in verse 1.  Verse 1 refers to the office of elder (PresbutejrouV – “presbyteros”) and
verse 5 refers to one who is older (PresbutejroiV – “presbyterois”, which is the comparative of
“presbytes” or “old man”).  It echoes back to the ten commandments.  We are to learn under the
yoke of our elders so that we may grow in wisdom later to teach our children and grandchildren.

The other thing worth noting here is that Peter exhorts us to cast our cares and anxieties
to God.  It is a reminder that we need to be laying all of our concerns before God in prayer, not
just big things.  The term cast is the same term that is used when referring to a fisherman
throwing out his nets.  We are to throw all of our cares on Christ. We are a needy people and
God is the only provider of those needs.  Peter exhorts us to hold nothing back.  What is also
amazing about this is that we are reminded that God wants to have communion with us daily.
This is the God of the universe, he flung the stars into space!  The vastness of the sky and the
depth of the ocean are nothing to him, yet he desires a relationship with us.  I think that is mind-
boggling.  And God is not a God that is so busy that he rations out his time, only giving each
believer so many minutes a day.  He is a God that is there whenever and as often as we would
call, desiring to hear even our simplest concerns.  How amazing is God’s grace, how deep and
wide are his love, and how often we take that for granted.

“Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you
have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the dominion
forever and ever.  Amen.”

(1 Peter 5: 8-11, ESV)

It is interesting to see the comparison between Jesus and the devil that Peter lays out.
Jesus is the Chief Shepherd and Satan is the roaring lion.  A shepherd protects and cares for his
flock; lions only seek to destroy the flock.  And it is the shepherd that kills the lion.  Friends,
there is no question about it, the devil wants your soul.  But he wants your soul because he hates
you and wants to destroy you.  Think about it, whose care would you rather be under?  Which
would you want to stay close to?  Jesus is the only answer, and we need to be letting the world
know that there is salvation and we need to be doing so no matter what the cost to our lives.

Does that mean we should go abroad as missionaries?  If God has called you to, then so
be it.  But some of us are called to be missionaries to our own hometowns.  We can minister in
hospitals, prisons, homeless shelters, drug rehabilitation clinics, and half-way houses.  And the
list can go on.  We can witness to the people standing beside us in the grocery line, to the
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telemarketers who call us on the telephone, to the people in our neighborhoods and communities,
and to people at school events.  Wherever God opens up a window of opportunity, we need to
take advantage of that.  If a raging lion escaped from the local zoo and was ravaging your
community, would you not alert everyone to the danger?  Then why is it that we are so quiet
about the raging lion that is ravaging our community’s spiritual life?  We need to resist the devil,
standing firm in our faith. 

We also need to be reminded, as peter does here, that we stand in communion with
suffering brothers and sisters worldwide.  We must bear their chains and feel their suffering,
pleading with God on their behalf.  And remember, they are praying for us as we bear the chains
of comfort, which weigh us down as well.  There is suffering for the Christian, but that suffering
is only for a time, for the God of glory is coming and he himself will restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish us throughout the process.  There is an old adage that says “God helps
those that help themselves.”  That adage was penned by Benjamin Franklin and shows how
poorly old Ben understood the things of faith.  God does not help those who help themselves, but
God helps those who rely on him, understanding that they are unable to help themselves.

“With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you
briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.

She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does
my son Mark.  Greet one another with a kiss of love.

Peace to all of you who are in Christ.”
(1 Peter 5: 12-14, NIV)

And we have the final greetings from Peter to the churches.  There are a couple points
worth noting here.  First, it is Silas who is writing this letter as Peter dictates it.  Some
translations call him Silvanus, but that is just the Greek version of the name.  This is most likely
the same Silas that was working with Paul on his second missionary journey (see Acts 15: 22 –
18:5) and joins Paul and Timothy in writing both letters to the church in Thessolonica (see 1
Thessalonians 1:1 and 2 Thessalonians 1:1).  I argued earlier that I thought that 1& 2 Peter were
written either after Paul’s martyrdom or after Paul had been imprisoned to the point he could no
longer continue his letter writing ministry.  Peter, being the leader of the church in Rome, would
have naturally taken over in Paul’s place.  Silas, a coworker with Paul, having been involved
with starting these churches that Peter is now writing to, naturally would have worked closely
with Peter, helping Peter draft the letter.  Note also that this explains stylistic differences
between first and second Peter as second Peter was probably penned by Peter himself.

Peter is writing from “Babylon” which is Rome.  Babylon is the heart of all wickedness.
We find Rome being referred to as Babylon in Revelation also.  At the time Peter was writing,
Nero was emperor in Rome and wickedness abounded.  Of course, the “she” that Peter is writing
to is the church herself, who resides in Rome.  Lastly, it is worth noting that Mark is with Peter
here.  This is the John Mark that left Paul on his first missionary journey to return home for
unknown reasons.  But this is also the same Mark that wrote the Gospel that bears his name.
John Mark served as Peter’s secretary in Jerusalem in the early days of the church, and much of
Mark’s Gospel consists of Peter’s sermons from this time.

And as Peter closes, so do I:  “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.”
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